
Labels 
The Story
Quilters are fond of saying, “Every quilt tells a 
story”. The quilt pictured has a story. Problem 
is, we can only guess what that story is. The 
quilt is beautifully  made, plenty of hand 
piecing and hand quilting. However, we don’t 
know who made it, who it was made for or even 
when it was made. Why? Because the person 
who made this quilt did not provide any 
information. They did not put a label on the 
quilt.

Labels tell the story of your quilt. They give 
information about who made the quilt and why 
it was made and how to care for it. You put a lot 
of time, effort and frankly, expense, into your 
work of art. Don’t forget the finishing touch, your signature…your label. Here are some ideas to get 
you started.

Tips
• You can pre-purchase simple, “Made by”, labels at many fabric and quilt stores. Or purchase 

preprinted panels of labels from quilt stores. Hand write your story with permanent fabric 
markers.

• If you like to do hand embroidery or machine embroidery, you can create a label using those 
methods.

• Making your own labels by using a computer is a lot of fun. Open the word processing application 
and tell the story of your quilt using words and adding pictures. Test print the label on regular 
paper and make change you want. Print the finished label on printable fabric like, “Printed 
Treasures”, readily available at quilt stores and fabric shops. You can select to sew or iron on 
printable fabric to the back of your quilt. Often your computer word program will have, ‘templates’ 
for layouts of brochures or flyers. You can look at the templates and use elements from them to 
create your labels. Just add your own test and photos. Don’t be afraid to experiment!

• There are quilt table computer programs, Hewlett Packard has one, the HP Custom Quilt Label Kit.
• Options are as endless as your imagination!
• Never underestimate the, “WOW FACTOR”, of a well done quilt label. Add photos, poems, 

quotations and as much or as little detail to your label as you want. Make the label as personal as 
the quilt. Tell your story. Don’t let your masterpiece be anonymous.

Yours in Stitches,

Paddy Honey


